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it, of marrying a tradesman, it may be told them,
for their humiliation, that, however they think fit
to act, sometimes those tradesmen come of better
families than their own ; and oftentimes, when they
have refused them to their loss, those very trades-
men have married ladies of superior fortune to
them, and have raised families of their own, who,
in one generation, have been superior to those nice
ladies both in dignity and estate; and have, to their
great mortification, been ranked above them upon
all public occasions.

The word* tradesmen/ in England, does not sound
so harsh as it does in other countries; and to say
a gentleman-tradesman, is not so much nonsense as
some people would persuade us to reckon it; and,
indeed, the very name of an English tradesman,
will and does already obtain in the world; and as
our soldiers, by the late war, gained the reputation
of being some of the best troops in the world ; and
our seamen are at this day, and very justly too,
esteemed the best sailors in the world ; so the
English tradesman may be allowed to rank with
the best gentlemen in Europe; and, as the prophet
Isaiah said of the merchants of Tyre, that her
traffickers were the honourable of the earthy Isa.
xxiii. 8.

And hence it is natural to ask, whence comes all
this to be so ? How is it produced ? War has riot
done it; no, nor so much as helped or assisted to
it; it is not by any martial exploits ; we have made
no conquests abroad, added no new kingdoms to
the British empire, reduced no neighbouring nations,
or extended the possession of our monarchs into
the properties of others; we have gained nothing
by war and encroachment; we are butted and
bounded just where we were in queen Elizabeth's
time; the Dutch, the Flemings, the French, are in